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Preface
The PLO: An institution and an idea

The Palestine Information Office in The Hague has produced a number of
publications, namely: 1) the dutch translation of The Profile of the Palestinian
People by Edward Said, Ibrahim Abu Lughod and others; 2) One people too
many? by Afif Safieh, and, 3) From Intifada to Independence by Hanan Mik-
hail-Ashrawi.

Now Sari Nuseibeh's: Palestine: A State is Born is added to this small collection
in an atlempt to propagate the writings of prominent Intifada intellectuals.
Professor nuseibeh has been known, for years, 10 be a creative and innovative
writer who has courageously moved away from ideological phraseology towards
strategic thinking. The compilation of articles assembled in this booklet is but
a sample which demonstrates the need, in any society, for an improved articula-
tion between the results of academic research and the decision-making ma-
chinery. It is interesting to note that his articles not only accompany the
accellerating pace of events but often precede and announce them.

The PL.O. - our State - in - Exile - is often still misperceived. Itis at the same
time an institution and an idea: the Palestinians’ sense of identity and their
ceaseless quest for sovereignty. Wanting to crush the idea, successive Israeli
governments constantly attack and aggress the institution... thus reinfocing
and reinvigorating the vitality of the idea. If I happen to represent the institu-
tion, Sari nuseibeh is surely onc of the most powerful vehicles of the idea.

Afif Safieh

PLO representative
The Hague-Netherlands
April 1990




The Foundation Stone for the State*

How will the future Palestinian State be established?

Surely, it will not arise by itself. We shall not wake up one morning to find
that the occupied territories have suddenly turned into a sovereign state with
all its institutions, its departments and its functions.

Surely also, the Arab countries will not wage war against Israel in the foresee-
able future. Or say, they will not wage a war by which they will be able to
force Israel to retreat to the June '67 borders, in such a way that the State
will then arrive for us on a silver plate.

And surely, too, the international community will not impose something on
Israel by force, so that then these countries could send us a State by registered
mail. Nothing like this is likely to happen if we do not ourselves proceed in
a programmatic, serious fashion to establish such a State. In other words, the
State will not rise unless we ourselves proceed by laying down its foundation
stone.

But what is this foundation stone?

I believe this foundation stone to be constituted of two elements. The first
element is the establishment of the institutional foundations for this state. The
institutional foundations I mean are those general, scientifically-based plan-
ning boards which include among them specialists in all fields, and which lay
down comprehensive development plans that regard the occupied territories
as one single unit. They are also those programmes which outline the nature
of the future relations on the different economic and commercial levels, includ-
ing those relations that must be weaved within the State, and those which
must be weaved between this state and its neighbours. The institutional founda-
tions I mean also include the political frame of the State, i.e. its constitution,
which defines the relations between its members and between its structures,
and which defines the rights of individuals and their responsibilities.

This, then, is the first element, and the State will not rise if we do not address
ourselves seriously to the construction of its components, and if we do not
proceed to lay down a draft for our future constitution.

As for the second element (of the foundation stone), this is the labour pain
which must complement the laying down of the independence structure. It is
the action that must be initiated in order to move ourselves to that free political
space which must exist to allow for the development of this structure as an
independent unit with a distinct identity.

I am not saying that we shall then have to carry arms. But what I am saying,
once again, is that we must take matters seriously. There are countless matters
which we can collectively embark on doing, and by doing which we can play
our role in wilfully cutting off our links with the occupation authorities.

Because, the link with the occupation authorities are such matters as the

* Published in the Arabic dailv Al-Quds on &7/1987.

payment of taxes. It is the relations of licenses and permits, the relation of
carrylpg_(lsraell) identity cards, and the birth records. It is the relation of
work inside Israel, and the acceptance of dealing with its products.

This link will not die off or wither away unless we ourselves one day collectively
embark on putting an end to it.

[ _do not say that these two clements together constitute a magic wand which
will by itself be sufficient to establish a State. What I am saying is that the
State will not rise without them.


















































































